This first letter is to your local leader if you do not know where they stand or they have been working with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

Dear Mayor, County Council Executive NAME,
We write as Jurisdiction Name residents and as Catholic Christians in the Franciscan tradition with great concern for the men, women, and children who are immigrants in our community. These families and individuals are integral and vibrant members of our Town/City and make our community stronger. They are mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, grandparents, and children who bring a spirit of optimism and energy. Many have been a part of our community for several years or even decades. They own businesses, teach, serve in our medical facilities, and work in countless businesses to make (name of your jurisdiction) a place with opportunity.
Unfortunately, the recent decisions by President Trump to increase the ferocity and scope of immigration enforcement have created a situation of fear, confusion, and even chaos in their lives and our communities. We are seeing members of our immigrant community:
· Too afraid to go to work or going to stores
· Too afraid to go to the doctor when sick or get assistance for food if needed
· Too afraid to take their children to school or come to church, increasing their isolation
We understand that you are under pressure to fully back the efforts of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). However, we ask that you do what you can to not cooperate with their efforts and do the minimum you must to stay within the law. We also encourage you to talk to the leadership of local law enforcement, inviting them to the same stance. Unless we follow this non-cooperation approach, the gulf between our local services, as well as the police, will grow, and we have the potential for even greater harm and disintegration of our communities.
We recognize this is a difficult task we are asking of you. Know of our prayers and support. Know we will continue to serve our immigrant sisters and brothers as a response to our faith. 
Sincerely,


This second letter is to your local leader if they are resisting local U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)


Dear Mayor, County Council Executive NAME,
We write as Jurisdiction Name residents and as Catholic Christians in the Franciscan tradition with great concern for the men, women, and children who are immigrants in our community. We want to thank you for your efforts to not cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in their efforts to implement President Trump’s call for mass deportations. We know this stance puts you and (our jurisdiction) in a difficult position and we appreciate your courage to stand strong.
Together we know that the families and individuals who are immigrants are integral and vibrant members of our Town/City and make our community stronger. Many have been a part of our community for several years or even decades. They own businesses, teach, serve in our medical facilities, and work in countless businesses to make (name of your jurisdiction) a place with opportunity.
The recent decisions by President Trump to increase the ferocity and scope of immigration enforcement have created a situation of fear, confusion, and even chaos in their lives and our communities. We are seeing members of our immigrant community:
· Too afraid to go to work or going to stores
· Too afraid to go to the doctor when sick or get assistance for food if needed
· Too afraid to take their children to school or come to church, increasing their isolation
Again, we know you are under a lot of pressure with your stance; know of our prayers and continued support. Also know we will continue to serve our immigrant sisters and brothers as a response to our faith. 
Sincerely,

